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Subpart A—General

§173.1 Purpose and scope.

(a) This part includes:

(1) Definitions of hazardous materials
for transportation purposes;

(2) Requirements to be observed in
preparing hazardous materials for ship-
ment by air, highway, rail, or water, or
any combination thereof; and

(3) Inspection, testing, and retesting
responsibilities for persons who retest,
recondition, maintain, repair and re-
build containers used or intended for
use in the transportation of hazardous
materials.

(b) A shipment of hazardous mate-
rials that is not prepared in accordance
with this subchapter may not be of-
fered for transportation by air, high-
way, rail, or water. It is the responsi-
bility of each hazmat employer subject
to the requirements of this subchapter
to ensure that each hazmat employee
is trained in accordance with the re-
quirements prescribed in this sub-
chapter. It is the duty of each person
who offers hazardous materials for
transportation to instruct each of his
officers, agents, and employees having
any responsibility for preparing haz-
ardous materials for shipment as to ap-
plicable regulations in this subchapter.

§173.2

(c) When a person other than the per-
son preparing a hazardous material for
shipment performs a function required
by this part, that person shall perform
the function in accordance with this
part.

(d) In general, the Hazardous Mate-
rials Regulations (HMR) contained in
this subchapter are based on the UN
Recommendations and are consistent
with international regulations issued
by the International Civil Aviation Or-
ganization (ICAO Technical Instruc-
tions) and the International Maritime
Organization (IMDG Code). However,
the HMR are not consistent in all re-
spects with the UN Recommendations,
the ICAO Technical Instructions or the
IMDG Code, and compliance with the
HMR will not guarantee acceptance by
regulatory bodies outside of the United
States.

[Amdt. 173-94, 41 FR 16062, Apr. 15, 1976, as
amended by Amdt. 173-100, 41 FR 40476, Sept.
20, 1976; Amdt. 173-161, 48 FR 2655, Jan. 20,
1983; Amdt. 173-224, 55 FR 52606, Dec. 21, 1990;
Amdt. 173-231, 57 FR 20953, May 15, 1992; 64
FR 10776, Mar. 5, 1999]

§173.2 Hazardous materials classes
and index to hazard class defini-
tions.

The hazard class of a hazardous ma-
terial is indicated either by its class
(or division) number, its class name, or
by the letters “ORM-D’’. The following
table lists class numbers, division num-
bers, class or division names and those
sections of this subchapter which con-
tain definitions for classifying haz-
ardous materials, including forbidden
materials.

e 49 CFR ref-

C’l‘aoss D'\?i?'glqy’)\lo‘ Name of class or division erence for

. definitions
None Forbidden Materials ..........ccciiiiiiiiiiiii e 173.21
None Forbidden explosives .... PO P TP SO TP PSPPSR PRSPPI 173.54
1 Explosives (with a mass explo: 173.50
1 Explosives (with a projection hazard) ......... 173.50
1 Explosives (with predominately a fire hazard) 173.50
1 Explosives (with no significant blast hazard) 173.50
1 1.5 | Very insensitive explosives; blasting agents 173.50
1 1.6 | Extremely insensitive detonating substances .. 173.50
2 2.1 | Flammable gas .......cccoceverinineniieeneens 173.115
2 2.2 | Non-flammable compressed gas 173.115
2 2.3 | POISONOUS Q&S ....oviviieiiiiriaieisieeeie e 173.115
3 | Flammable and combustible liquid 173.120
4 4.1 | Flammable solid ...................... 173.124
4 4.2 | Spontaneously combustible material ... 173.124
4 4.3 | Dangerous when wet material . 173.124
5 5.1 1 OXIIZET ..ot 173.127




